MISSIONARY FRANCISCAN SISTERS OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
22nd GENERAL CHAPTER 2021
MOTHER OF THE WORD GOVERNANCE CIRCLE STORY
PAPUA NEW GUINEA

SLIDE 1  Good morning! Good afternoon and Good evening from Papua New Guinea! The story of the journey of the Sisters in the Mother of the Word Governance Circle from 2016 – 2021. We begin this story with the Logo of our Governance Circle reminding us each day to mother the Word of God in our lives as Mary carried the Word and brought the Word into the world, the Word made flesh, Jesus himself. As Melanesian women we are called to be the *BILUM that carries the Word in our hearts and be that Word to each other and to those who cross our paths each day.
SLIDE 2  We come now to share around the bond of fire in our simple Melanesian way. The fire is burning within us as we share our story. 
SLIDE 3  (Recorded Hymn) We come to share our story, we come to break the bread, we come to know our rising from the dead. We come as your people, we come as your own, united with each other love finds a home.
SLIDE 4    2016 GENERAL CHAPTER 
In July 2016 during the General Chapter, Sr. Rosella Lasi, one of our first Papua New Guinean got elected as a member of the General Leadership Team. This is history for Papua New Guinea to have one of our sisters on the General Leadership Team.
SLIDE 5   9th GOVERNANCE CIRCLE CHAPTER
There were moments of pain, of dying and also the experiences of resurrection. In January 2017, we had our 9th Governance Circle Chapter, and the election of our Leadership team was suspended for some time. We were left with anger, confusion, and pain.
SLIDE 6  Then, in July 2017, the General Leadership Team returned to Papua New Guinea for the second part of our chapter and to have more discussion and sharing with us.
We asked for the first day and was given to us to express how we felt with the suspension of not having our own leadership team. It was an emotional and moving experience for us all and the General Leadership  team members as well. Every one of us shared our truth and were listened to, including the younger members of the Governance Circle. There was respect and acceptance. After spending time in sharing how we felt, we also acknowledged our own weaknesses and accepted the challenges and were ready to begin again. 
 SLIDE 7  Reconciliation and Acceptance were expressed in our Melanesian way. Letting go off the past and embracing the future with hope. A symbolic action in planting of a young coconut as a symbol of new growth.
SLIDE 8   As we moved into the 2nd day,  we were ready to begin the discernment process of election of our New Leadership team. It was a great joy to have our new Leadership team. (From Left to Right) Sr. Pauline Jamison – Team member, Sr. Scholastica Banik – Governance Circle Leader, Sr. Rosemary Milur – Assistant Leader and Sr. Lorna Kawa – Team member. 


SLIDE 9    GENERAL VISITATION 
General Visitation in October 2018 brought all the sisters together and gathered at the Boutique hotel in Wewak for three days. This was the first time for several sisters to experience being accommodated in a hotel. The visitation was based on the Theme: PRUNE FOR FRUITFULNESS….                               HOPE CONTINUES TO BLOOM. This time together challenged us to prune what is not necessary and it needs courage to prune those areas in our lives that need pruning in order to allow new growth. This can be a painful process but eventually fruitfulness will take place. The weekend energized and challenged us to see our responsibilities in the Institute as we move into the future. 
SLIDE 10    INTERNAL MINISTRIES
The sisters in Internal Ministries are very much important as the ones in active ministries. These sisters have a big part to play for the good of the Governance Circle and the Institute. They may not bring in stipends or salaries but their hours of work each day contributes to our lives.
· Sr. Clementina Huti takes care of all our workmen on campus, and she makes sure that they are feed during lunch. She is the hospitality person for St. Clare’s community, the main house of the Governance Circle and this is where the Governance Circle Office is located.
· Sr. Roselyn Tumana spends time before the Blessed Sacrament every day. She loves gardening and helps in the kitchen as well.
· Sr. Jacinta Tangi does all VAT (GST) returns of the Governance Circle and as well as taking care of the Archives.
· Sr. Theresia Salatum does her contribution to support Radio Maria in Evangelization by doing fundraising and the ministry of presence.
· Sr. Clara Wartak, Leader of the Governance Circle,  oversees all that is happening in the Governance Circle and brings the pastoral care to our sisters. 
· Sr. Mary Paropet, the Assistant Leader works with Helen Bubu in taking care of the Finances of the Governance Circle.
SLIDE 11    EXTERNAL MINISTRIES   
During these past years we have seen an increase of sisters taking up professional jobs in the Dioceses and in the Education field. 
· Sr. Lorna Kawa has been the Health Secretary in Aitape Diocese for four years now.
· Sr. Helen Bubu was appointed in June 2020 as the Youth Coordinator in the Diocese of Aitape.
· Sr. Rosemary Milur was given the position of Diocesan Christian Education Coordinator in the Diocese of Vanimo. 
SLIDE 12 
· Sr. Dulcie Supunou graduated with a degree in Primary Teaching in 2018 and also graduated with the Diploma in Pastoral Theology in March 2021. She is presently teaching at St. Anna Primary School, Aitape.
· Sr. Maria Awa, a full-time Pastoral Worker in Vanimo Diocese for the past 3 years and will move to work in Aitape when COVID-19 lock down is lifted.
· Sr. Marceline Pokah graduated with the Degree in Social and Religious Studies and is teaching at St. Ignatius Secondary School, Aitape.
The ministries and the professional jobs are all full-time. This is something we see as growth over the past years. 
SLIDE 13   MINISTRY TO ABUSED WOMEN AND CHILDREN
 Sr. Scholastica Banik looks after the ministry to abused women and children in Wewak. She runs and organizes programs such as, Nonviolence workshops, Gender Based Violence, Human Rights Training, Fashion designers Training for jobless mothers, ECD refresher training, Human Rights Campaign Training, and attending to abused women and children in all forms of violence that come to our door for help.
SLIDE 14     PNG SISTERS MISSIONED ABROAD
Thou we are small in number; we were able to send sisters to the missions abroad. After nine years in mission in Bolivia (South America), Sr. Helen Bubu returned to Papua New Guinea in mid-2016. Gaining so much knowledge and experience she now works as the Youth Coordinator of the Diocese of Aitape.
SLIDE 15  Sr. Mary Paropet returned to the Governance Circle in the beginning of 2019 after 6 years of missionary work with the people of Yambio in South Sudan. Mary served in the mission as a Social Worker and then moved to teach in the Solidarity with South Sudan Teachers College. She had done her part and felt the need to return. Thank you, Mary, for serving in the mission and sharing your gifts and talents and especially in living our MFIC Charism through love and service to the people of South Sudan.
SLIDE 16   OPENING AND CLOSING OF NEW MISSIONS
A new Mission was opened in Vanimo Diocese in 2017 at the request of Bishop Bonaventura Cesare. Sisters Maria Awa and Helen Bubu were warmly welcomed by Bishop Bonaventura. The sisters are engaged in pastoral work in the parish and teaching Religious Education at Don- Bosco Secondary School and Vanimo Secondary School. In Don Bosco, the sisters help the students in preparing Liturgies for Sunday Church services. Our sisters’ presence is very much appreciated by the people and the two schools.
SLIDE 17   Sr. Rosemary Milur and Sr. Jacinta Tangi moved into St. Martin’s Diocesan Pastoral Center, formed a community and were part of St. Martin’s staff in 2018. Rosemary was the assistance coordinator and was teaching at the Pastoral Center while Jacinta helped in the office and took care of the sick. In mid-2020 the sisters withdrew from St. Martin’s.
SLIDE 18   ROME/ASSISI PROGRAM
Rome/Assisi pilgrimage program was held from 30th December 2018 to 2nd February 2019. Seven professed sisters and a novice had the privilege to be in Rome & Assisi. There was great joy in meeting our Latin American sisters who also participated in this program. There was time for learning and appreciating the Franciscan spirituality, traditions, and their own individual Franciscan vocation. There was also time given for personal reflections and prayer. Special thank you to the General Leadership team for organizing this program. The program concluded with attending the Mass for the Consecrated Life Day in the Basilica of St. Peter with Pope Francis as the main celebrant. 
SLIDE 19   PROFESSIONS AND JUBILEES
On 2nd August 2017, Joyce Menchalo made her first profession and joined the sisters in St. Clare’s community. It was a great joy to have one more professed member into our Institute.
SLIDE 20   On 10th October 2020 there was another celebration in our Governance Circle welcoming Sr. Sharon Waili as a finally professed member into our Institute. She made her final profession in her home parish and was dressed in her traditional attires. It was a great joy to have one more sister fully committing herself to the Lord as a finally professed member in our Institute. 
SLIDE 21  When there is a special occasion to celebrate it is always a joy for all. We organize and everyone takes her part in the preparation. We had the joy in celebrating with our four sisters on their 25th Silver Jubilee in our MFIC family over these past five years. Congratulations to Sisters Lorna Kawa, Scholastica Banik, Rosemary Milur and Helen Bubu.
SLIDE 22   As it says in Mt. 22:14 many are called but few are chosen. Within the last 5 years three sisters decided to leave the Institute. Jane Winobo, a finally professed, Grace Ketau and Lorna Pokom were temporary professed. It was sad to see them go but we had to respect their decision. We thanked them for being part of our MFIC family and bid them goodbye.
SLIDE 23    70TH ANNIVERSARY OF  MFIC PRESENCE IN PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
                                     16th SEPTEMBER 1949 – 16th  SEPTEMBER 2019. 
Celebrating arrival of the four pioneer sisters who landed in Sissano on 16th September 1949. They were, Mother Mary Agnella and Sisters Mary Leo, Mary Rose, and Mary Agnes. Over those 70 years we also remembered with gratitude those 42 sisters from the different parts of our Institute who were missioned to Papua New Guinea and served the people of our land. 
The theme of the special celebration was:  CELEBRATING 70 YEARS OF GOD’S GOODNESS IN PAPUA NEW GUINEA!
SLIDE 24   Our campus was terribly busy for 2 weeks before the visitors started arriving. Our people from the different parishes and sub-parishes of Aitape were very much part of the preparation. Many of those who helped were students taught by our sisters over the past 70 years. We are grateful to all those who helped in the preparations of this great occasion. 
SLIDE 25  Welcome to our Visitors! During the week leading up to the main celebration, there was spirit of excitement, joy, appreciation, and gratitude as we welcomed our first visitors – Jo Scanlan and Elaine Morzone from Australia and Helen Neini from South Sudan. The sisters were filled with joy in seeing our 3 sisters and were welcomed by the traditional dance from Warapu. Each day was celebrated uniquely remembering the many sisters who had been in Papua New Guinea mission over the past 70 years. We also welcomed Bishop Francis Meli from the Diocese of Vanimo, who was to be the main celebrant of the Eucharistic celebration on the 16th of September.
SLIDE 26    On Friday 13th September, an organized float which began at St. Clare’s with the Police car in the front and followed by the motorbikes , cars, and trucks. This was to share with the people about our history in Papua New Guinea and  our presence over the past 70 years.
SLIDE 27    At around 5.00pm on Saturday 14th September,  the sisters and many who had come for the celebration joined with the sisters in a very moving ceremonial prayer, revisiting sites with symbols representing different places in Papua New Guinea that our sisters were missioned to in the past 70 years. There were 8 sites which had a painting that symbolized the place where the sisters worked in. We stopped at every site with candle lights and prayed and called the names of the sisters who lived and worked in that particular mission. We thanked our God for the 42 sisters from the different parts of our Institute who came and served in our Papua New Guinea missions. We were touched as we remembered our sisters and challenged to go forth in living the missionary zeal that they brought to the people of our land.
SLIDE 28   On 16th September a special Mass was celebrated for the 70th anniversary of our presence in Papua New Guinea and the 45th anniversary of Papua New Guinea as an independent nation. Bishop Francis Meli was the main celebrant and assisted by Bishop Otto Separi, the Bishop of Aitape. After the enriching Eucharistic celebration, meals were served to different groups and followed by the entertainment that took us to 6:00pm when the celebration ended.   It was a beautiful day in gratitude for the wonders the Lord has done for us over the 70 years and for the country as well. 
SLIDE 29    The Apostolic Nuncio to Papua New Guinea and Solomon Islands, Archbishop Kurian Matthew Vayalunkal  made his Pastoral Visit to the Diocese of Aitape in November 2019. This was an event for the sisters to appreciate our spirit of availability and hospitality in reaching out to our visitors. It was a privilege for all religious and priest of Aitape Diocese to meet with the Apostolic Nuncio and shared their pastoral concerns, challenges and issues affecting all sectors within the Diocese and the challenges faced in the religious congregations. 
 SLIDE 30    10th GOVERNANCE CIRCLE CHAPTER
On 16th July 2020 we had our 10th Governance Circle Chapter, and the new Leadership team was elected for a term of three years. Sr. Clara Wartak (Governance Circle Leader), Sr. Mary Paropet (Assistant Leader), Sr. Helen Bubu and Sr. Dulcie Supunou (Team members). We embrace this responsibility with challenges, especially as a completely new team and in trying to live the new normal in all our dealing. But we believe that the Lord is very much with us as we move forward with trust and confidence and remembering the special words of Elizabeth Hayes – GO ONWARD, DO NOT DOUBT!
SLIDE 31   We are forever grateful to God and to the General Leadership team for the presence of Sr. Rosella, for without a member of the General Leadership Team we would not have had the Chapter of election in July 2020. Rosella has been and continues to be a great help to the new leadership team during the transition period and of course with her wider experience we can count on her and also learn a lot from her.
SLIDE 32   FORMATION
We have three young women who are with us as candidates. Grace Nila and Rita Ikai are yet to complete their formal education before they can begin their formation program. Clematsia Ebli has completed her Grade 12 through Matriculation at the end of 2020. 
Clematsia Elbli was accepted to be received as a postulant on 6th   May, the feast of our Foundress, Elizabeth Hayes. Sr. Mary Paropet was appointed as the Postulant Directress. Towards the end of March Clematsia asked to go home to sort out some family issues but while at home she decided not to return. We were looking forward to her reception but were disappointed when we received the news few weeks ago. We still have hope for new members as we move into the future.
SLIDE 33  We are open to welcome any young women who are interested in our way of life in the different parts of the Institute to join our formation in Papua New Guinea. For this to happen we need to prepare our sisters to move into Formation ministry. During this Pandemic, we are being challenged to find some of the best ways to journey with those women who are interested in our way of life. There are possibilities of online sessions. Some of our sisters in the other Governance Circles may be open to volunteer to give some sessions to the young women through Zoom or other forms of communication online. The General Visitation theme calls us to keep pruning for fruitfulness and to believe that hope will continue to bloom as we move onward.


SLIDE 34   EDUCATION
As we move into the future, we feel it is a must that young women who are interested in our way of life need to be encouraged to complete their Grade 12 before entering. Sr. Sharon, Grace  and Rita are at present studying at Don Bosco Secondary School in Vanimo. They have 4 years to complete their formal education. Sr. Joyce Menchalo was not able to secure a place at St. Ignatius Secondary School for Grade 11. We will find her another school for  2022. 
SLIDE 35   OUR FAITHFUL AND HARDWORKING MEN!
There is always ongoing maintenance on our properties at St. Clare’s campus in Aitape and our Stella Maris property in Wewak. We have been blessed to have our loyal and trusted workmen - Joseph and Melchior have been working with us for more than 30 years, Bob who joined the team few years ago and Max just joined the group this year. We also have Caspar who cuts the tall grass and cleans the backyard of St. Clare’s property and trims flower hedges. They are very committed workers and do their work so well. We do not have to supervise them; they know their job. They are very much part of our family.  
SLIDE 36  Stella Maris property in Wewak is a beautiful site situated near the seaside and overlooking the bay. Very often we have beautiful sunsets in the evening. The property needs regular maintenance because it is just beside the ocean. Our workmen go to Wewak to take care of the bigger maintenance. They recently spent 2 weeks to do some major maintenance - changing all screen wires, painting of the rooms and fixing water tanks.
SLIDE 37  OUR HANDS AND OUR FEET! 
We are also blessed in having some women who help in the different houses in St. Clare’s campus in keeping our homes clean, cooking our main meals, and keeping our gardens and grounds clean. This is to help free sisters to do their ministries, either internally or externally. These men and women are our Mission Partners, and we are grateful for their faithful services to us.
 SLIDE 38    PROJECTS
Bakery -  It is a dream come through in having a Bakery at last after so many years of talking and planning. We got a big oven which is now in use to generate income for the Governance Circle. In 2020 Sr. Sharon Waili was put in charge of this project with two mission partners, Miriam, and Petronella as helpers and our two candidates, Grace and Rita. The bakery brings in a little income to the Governance Circle apart from the stipends and salaries of our sisters. While Sr. Sharon and the two candidates are now in school, our two mission partners, Miriam and Petronella will continue with the bakery project.
SLIDE 39   Early Childhood Development School
Early Childhood Development (ECD) school had a very humble beginning. Sr. Roselyn Tumana and the young sisters used to gather the little children under the trees and taught them Basic Alphabet and the stories from the Bible. They enjoyed meeting the little children in the surrounding settlements twice a week. Seeing this as one of the greatest needs for the little children to be educated properly we were discerning how to go forward. 
SLIDE 40   With the new Education System Plan to have Early Childhood Development Schools in the country, we decided in our last gathering to have a well establish ECD School built with facilities which will cater for a better learning environment for the little children. We are grateful to the Generalate Leadership team for approving the funds to build the ECD school. Once the funds arrive the contractor with his workers will begin the building of this school. We will also work on getting the school registered within the Education System. We want to make sure is built and set with what is required before we open the doors to the children at the age of 4 to come in.
Within St. Clare’s property, there is a piece of land at the back that the school will be built on. The school will be named Elizabeth Hayes Early Childhood Development School 
SLIDE 41   PRESENT  SIGNIFICANT  EVENT
Covid-19 has affected us from 2020 until today, there are lock downs everywhere making us become prisoners in our own homes, provinces, and our country. But what is significant for us today is, despite being locked down where we are, still there is connectedness. The Pandemic has brought us to another level in venturing into using modern technology like Zoom and this seems to be the best Web connecting us wherever we are at this time of our General Chapter. Coronavirus has also helped us to care more of oneself and for each other. 
SLIDE 42   SPIRITUAL STRENGTH
Our spiritual strength depends on our faithfulness in living our religious vows and being faithful in living out what we have vowed to live.  Over the past years we have deepened our relationship with the Lord through our prayer life, participation in the different spiritual celebrations, etc. Our faithfulness to our prayers, personally or communally have been our spiritual strength. As members of the Mother of the Word Governance Circle, we continue to mother the Word of God and be that Word to each other and to those we meet each day. We have also joined with other religious and priests of the Diocese for different spiritual things  that are the ongoing spiritual strength for us as we continue our spiritual journey. 
SLIDE 43   We go forth with gratitude of our story of the past as our blessings and challenges, and we live the present with open hearts to God’s will. We accept the challenge as the growing part of the Institute with our Latin American sisters. With confidence and trust we place ourselves into God’s loving hands. We hold onto Elizabeth Hayes’ principle as we move into the future – “LOVE COUNTS NOTHING HARD IT DOES FOR THE BELOVED.” 
SLIDE 44   Thank you all for joining us around the fire tonight. We hope you felt the warmth of this beautiful fire.
2
Page 1 *BILUM – a pidgin word for the womb where the baby is being formed and nurtured for 9 months before the child is born. We are called to be women who carry the Word, that is Jesus himself and and bring him forth to those we serve and those that cross our paths each day. 

1


 


Page 1


 


*BILUM


 


–


 


a pidgin word for the womb where the baby is being formed


 


and nurtured


 


for 9 months before the child is born. 


We are called 


to be 


women who carry the Word, that is Jesus himself and and bring him forth to those we serve and those that cross our pa


th


s each day. 


 


MISSIONARY F


R


ANCISCAN SISTERS OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION


 


22


nd


 


GENERAL CHAPTER 2021


 


MOTHER OF THE WORD GOVERN


A


NCE CIRCLE STORY


 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA


 


 


SLIDE 1 


 


Good morning! Good afternoon and Good evening from P


apua 


N


ew 


G


uinea


! The story of the 


journey of 


the Sisters in the Mother of the Word Governance Circle


 


from


 


2016 


–


 


2021. We begin this 


story with the Logo of our Governance Circle remind


ing


 


us each day to mother the Word of God in our 


lives as Mary carried the Word and brought the Word into the world, 


the Word made flesh, Jesus himself. 


As Melanesian women we are called to be the 


*


B


ILUM


 


that carries the Word in our hearts and be that 


Word to each other and to those who cross our paths each day.


 


SLIDE 2 


 


We come now 


to share 


around the bond of fire in ou


r simple Melanesian way. The fire is 


burning within us as we share our story. 


 


SLIDE 3 


 


(Recorded Hymn) 


We come to share our story, we come to break the bread, we come to 


know our rising from the dead. We come as your people, we come as your own, 


united with each other 


love finds a home.


 


SLIDE 4 


 


  


2016 GENERAL CHAPTER 


 


In July 2016 during the General Chapter, Sr. Rosella Lasi, one of our first Papua New Guinean got 


elected as a member of the General Leadership Team. This is history for Papua New G


uinea to have 


one 


of our sisters


 


on the General Leadership Team.


 


SLIDE 5


 


  


9


th


 


GOVERNANCE CIRCLE CHAPTER


 


There were moments of pain, of dying and also the experiences of resurrection. In January 2017, we had 


our 


9


th


 


Governance Circle 


Chapter, and the election of our Leadership team was suspended for some 


time. We were left with anger, confusion, and pain.


 


SLI


DE 6


 


 


Then, in July 2017


,


 


the General Leadership Team 


return


ed


 


to Papua New Guinea for the 


second part of our chapter and to have more discussion and sharing with us.


 


We asked for the first day and was given to us to express how we felt with the suspension of not having 


our own leadership team. It was an emotional an


d moving experience for us all and the General 


Leadership  team members


 


as well


. Every one of us shared our truth and were listened to, including the 


younger members of the Governance Circle. There was respect and acceptance. After spending time in 


sharing


 


how we felt, we 


also 


acknowledged our own weaknesses and accepted the challenges and were 


ready to begin again. 


 


 


SLIDE 7


 


 


Reconciliation and Acceptance were expressed in our Melanesian way. Letting go off the 


past and embracing the future with hope. A sy


mbolic action in planting of a young coconut as a symbol 


of new growth.


 


SLIDE 8


 


 


 


As we moved into the 2


nd


 


day, 


 


we were ready 


t


o 


begin the 


discernment process of election 


of our New Leadership team. It was a great joy to have our 


new 


Leadership team. (From Left to Right) 


Sr. Pauline Jamison 


–


 


Team member, Sr. Scholastica Banik 


–


 


Governance Circle Leader, Sr. Rosemary 


Milur 


–


 


Assistant Leader 


and Sr. Lorna Kawa 


–


 


Team member. 


 


 


 




1   Page 1   *BILUM   –   a pidgin word for the womb where the baby is being formed   and nurtured   for 9 months before the child is born.  We are called  to be  women who carry the Word, that is Jesus himself and and bring him forth to those we serve and those that cross our pa th s each day.    MISSIONARY F R ANCISCAN SISTERS OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION   22 nd   GENERAL CHAPTER 2021   MOTHER OF THE WORD GOVERN A NCE CIRCLE STORY   PAPUA NEW GUINEA     SLIDE 1    Good morning! Good afternoon and Good evening from P apua  N ew  G uinea ! The story of the  journey of  the Sisters in the Mother of the Word Governance Circle   from   2016  –   2021. We begin this  story with the Logo of our Governance Circle remind ing   us each day to mother the Word of God in our  lives as Mary carried the Word and brought the Word into the world,  the Word made flesh, Jesus himself.  As Melanesian women we are called to be the  * B ILUM   that carries the Word in our hearts and be that  Word to each other and to those who cross our paths each day.   SLIDE 2    We come now  to share  around the bond of fire in ou r simple Melanesian way. The fire is  burning within us as we share our story.    SLIDE 3    (Recorded Hymn)  We come to share our story, we come to break the bread, we come to  know our rising from the dead. We come as your people, we come as your own,  united with each other  love finds a home.   SLIDE 4       2016 GENERAL CHAPTER    In July 2016 during the General Chapter, Sr. Rosella Lasi, one of our first Papua New Guinean got  elected as a member of the General Leadership Team. This is history for Papua New G uinea to have  one  of our sisters   on the General Leadership Team.   SLIDE 5      9 th   GOVERNANCE CIRCLE CHAPTER   There were moments of pain, of dying and also the experiences of resurrection. In January 2017, we had  our  9 th   Governance Circle  Chapter, and the election of our Leadership team was suspended for some  time. We were left with anger, confusion, and pain.   SLI DE 6     Then, in July 2017 ,   the General Leadership Team  return ed   to Papua New Guinea for the  second part of our chapter and to have more discussion and sharing with us.   We asked for the first day and was given to us to express how we felt with the suspension of not having  our own leadership team. It was an emotional an d moving experience for us all and the General  Leadership  team members   as well . Every one of us shared our truth and were listened to, including the  younger members of the Governance Circle. There was respect and acceptance. After spending time in  sharing   how we felt, we  also  acknowledged our own weaknesses and accepted the challenges and were  ready to begin again.      SLIDE 7     Reconciliation and Acceptance were expressed in our Melanesian way. Letting go off the  past and embracing the future with hope. A sy mbolic action in planting of a young coconut as a symbol  of new growth.   SLIDE 8       As we moved into the 2 nd   day,    we were ready  t o  begin the  discernment process of election  of our New Leadership team. It was a great joy to have our  new  Leadership team. (From Left to Right)  Sr. Pauline Jamison  –   Team member, Sr. Scholastica Banik  –   Governance Circle Leader, Sr. Rosemary  Milur  –   Assistant Leader  and Sr. Lorna Kawa  –   Team member.       

